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Abstract

Law enforcement efforts and military interdiction have failed to degrade, disrupt
or destroy the networks trafficking drugs into the United States and Western
Europe. A large part of this supply reduction failure can be understood in terms
of the organizational superiority of drug trafficking supply networks over the
more traditional bureaucratic organizations that dominate interdiction and law
enforcement efforts.

By using networks, transnational criminal enterprises and drug-trafficking
organizations enjoy enormous flexibility and are able to respond rapidly to new
strategies and techniques developed by law enforcement.

Therefore, governments and law enforcement agencies have to think and act
much more in network terms; they need to develop the same kind of flexibility
through the creation of informal transnational law enforcement networks based
on thetrust that is exhibited by drug-trafficking networks.
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